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New Kent County, Virginia

Owner: P. S, Pomfrey, Tunstsll, New Kent County, Virginia.
Date of Erection: About 1690

Architects

Builder: Goorge Poindexter, according to his descendants,

Number of Stories: The original house had a cellar, a story
and a half main part and a two story porch wing. In the
existing structure part of the criginel main portion is a
story and a half, psrt two stories, the porch wing three
stories, and a reesr extension two stories with cellar.

Pregent Condition: The structure is in a sad state of delapi~
dation, and the external appearsnce has bsen so changed from
various causeg thet a true interpretation of its original state
would be difficult. It is evident, however, that the main part
was a2 story and a halfl with dormers; the porch wing in front
being two stories high. The principal roof timbers ower the
story and a half part, at least, appear to be originasl. The
west end of the mein portion remainaz one story and a hsalf,

while the east end has been raised to two story height with
frame. The porch wing has also been raised in height with

frame to provide a low pitched third story room. At some

period a frave wing with brick cellar walls hag been extended

t0 the resar, thus completing a cruciform plan., The gable end
walls have evidently been changed, the east one replaced with

a frame wall and the west one may have been entirely rebuilt
with its chimney as the water table is lacking, The east
chimney has also been webuilt, With the exception possibvly of
the corners where the breaking belt course remains, a large

part of the freont porch gable has been rebuils., All of the
windows have been replaced with modern ones, although the fwo

in the side walls of the first floocr porch room would appeer

{0 retain their originel size =and shape, which may have besn
that of the others. The later additions and alterations have
been made with frame construction, watherboarded, and the roofs
are covered with metal roofing. The framing timbers of the first
floor over the cellmr are replacements, the framing elsewhsre

is not known, being insccessible. No originsl flooring remains.
The joists of the original bemned ceiling in the main part have
been lathed and plastered, but those in the first floor porch room
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are exposed and iave been whitewashed. The lowsr part of the
great beam extending from one end of the main part to the

other is still expossd as is one gide of the central support-
ing post with its impost molding and ornament. The frame of
what may have been the ariginal frent door still remains, but
has been hung with board doors. The ipner doors and frame of
the porch are the only ones existing complete in their originsal
fom, with the exception that a raised molding around each
porch has disappeared. The frame of the door next to the
central wcod post is of similar character to the frame of the
immer poreh doors, but the door is of a later periocd, as are
all others. A modern stairs has been built from the hall of
the addition, cutting into and disfiguring the summer beam. The
pesition of the original gtair ig not possivle to determine,
but might be ascertained with access to the floor framing.

The plaster is in poor c¢ondition snd entirely off in places.

Materials of Construction: As originally buili, the walls of
the cellar and first story of the main portion, and the walls
of the porch wing two stories nigh, were built of brick, the
gsbles probably of frame construction. In the present structurs,
the weat szable, the east end wall, the raised portions over the
porch wing and the east end of the main portion, and the two
gtorieg of the resr extension, are of frswmse construction,
weatherboarded. The cellar walls of the rear extension are
brick. The roofs are covered with metal roofing. The originsl
brick are of large size, laid Flemish bond with glazed hesders,
in lime mortar. The interior, except open-beapmed ceilings,

wes piastered with lime mortar.

Other Bxisting Records: The Poindexter Family 18 recorded in
the Cyclopedia of Virginia Biography, Volum IV, as followa:

"The firzt of the Peindexter fawmily in Virginis was George
Foindexter, who, in the Seventsenth century, settled at

the Middle Plantation, now Williamsburg. He was a merchant,
part owner of ships and a planter. The entire destruction of
the records of New Kent and Jaies City Counties and the almost
entire destruction of those of Hanover, have preacluded of a
connected genealogy of the femily, but it has been thought that
it would e well to zather the various appearances of records
relating to the family in several county records and also some
data preserved in private hands. Hembers of the family, prior
to the Revolution, had settled in helf a dozen different counties
in Virginia and the neme is now ropregented by descendants
throughout the country fran the Atlantic to the Pacifie.
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"The faidly, the original form of whoss nare is Poingdestre,
is an ancient gentesl line in the Islend of Jersey. Fortu-
nately, the pedigree preserved there includes the nang of
Gaorge Foingedestre or Poindexter and states that he settled
in Virginia. This pedigree is contained in a work sntitled
'An Armorial of Jersey, Being an Account, deraldic and
Antiquarian of its Chief Native Families,'™™

A Mr, Poindexter was recorded in the Vestry Book of 3St. Peter's
Parigh as early as 1684:

"4t a vestry held in ve behalf of St. Peter's parish thils 20th
novemn,, 16390.

"Thig vesiry being informed by Mr. Ware minister yt Mr. Geo.
Poindexter Sen'r doth refugse to offiate as a vestryman ye
clarke of this vestry delaring to this vesiry yt he did give
ye s'd Mr. Poindexter timely noatice of their meeting and

Mr. The. Saith is elected as a vestryman in his stead and that
ye Clark do send we s'd Mr. Sanith timely noatice of ye next
meeting of this vestry."

Extracts from the Records of York County, Virginias, 1633-1700:

"Deod from Bdward Wyatt (1) of the County of Gloucester, gentle-
man, to George Poindexter, for all of his lsnd at the middle
Plantation. Mrs. Jane Wyatt, his wife joins in the deed. Dated
Jarmiary 16th Ll667.

"Note (1) In 1655 the Indlan King of Chickoyacke deeded certain
lands to Mr, Edward Wyatt, Major Willism Wyatt waz a wituess.
Edward Wyatt, gentlemsn, patented land in Gloucester in 1662."

Additionsal Date: In Rev. Arthur P. Gray's letter dated
January 9, 1987, is the following gtatement:

"Gaorge Poindexter built Christ's Cross about 1690, so his
descendants say. He moved to New Kent from Gloucester County,
and was in St. Peter's Parish as 2arly as 1681, He was elected
a8 vestryman in 1690 but refused to officiate.”
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Approvedt Jamuary 15, 1937

m.wfa BUGENE DRADBURY, A.%lA.
TSTRICT OFFICER
Dls»rlct of Virginia
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